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 Sometimes they strew his way,  
  and his strong praises sing, 
 resounding all the day 
  hosannas to their King. 
   Then ñCrucify!ò 
    is all their breath, 
    and for his death 
   they thirst and cry. 

 Why, what hath my Lord done?  
  What makes this rage and spite? 
 He made the lame to run, 
  he gave the blind their sight. 
   Sweet injuries! 
    Yet they at these 
    themselves displease, 
   and ógainst him rise. 

  They rise, and needs will have 
  my dear Lord made away; 
 a murderer they save, 
  the Prince of Life they slay. 
   Yet steadfast he 
    to suffering goes, 
    that he his foes 
   from thence might free. 

  

Welcome to Saint Peterôs, and to the beginning of Holy Week. Our service begins with a procession today, 
remembering Jesusôs Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem. We invite you to join us as we praise our God and his 

Christ today, and as we contemplate the sacrifice of Christ upon the cross for the sins of the world. 

Please gather in the Parish Room (or the courtyard, if weather permits). The stanzas below are from a poem by 
Samuel Crossman (1624-1683) part of the hymn following Communion today. The first stanza here, 

especially, makes it appropriate to Palm Sunday. We invite you to use it as we prepare to worship today.  
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THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 
PALM SUNDAY 

The Liturgy of the Palms 

If circumstances permit, the congregation may gather at a place apart from the church, so that all may go into the 
church in procession. 

The branches of palm or of other trees or shrubs to be carried in the procession may be distributed to the people 
before the service, or after the prayer of blessing. 

The following or some other suitable anthem is sung or said, the people standing 

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy 
upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Here the Celebrant or other person appointed reads the appointed Gospel [Luke 19:29-40] 

Today we begin to walk in the steps of our Lord. He is the King who comes to 
Jerusalemðthough not as we might expect him. We declare his praises in the words of 
Psalm 118 and the hymn ñAll glory, laud, and honor,ò but nothing could prepare his 
disciples for what was to happen in the week ahead. As we begin today, feel free to get 
your hopes up! The King has come to Jerusalem to restore the kingdom to his people! 

What we will come to see is that God did indeed restore his kingdomð 
but not in the way the world expected. 
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After telling a parable to the crowd at Jericho, Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he 
sent two of the disciples, saying, ñGo into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will 
find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 
óWhy are you untying it?ô just say this, óThe Lord needs it.ôò So those who were sent departed 
and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, ñWhy 
are you untying the colt?ò They said, ñThe Lord needs it.ò Then they brought it to Jesus; and 
after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept 
spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the path down from the 
Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud 
voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying, 

ñBlessed is the king 
 who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven, 
 and glory in the highest heaven!ò 

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ñTeacher, order your disciples to stop.ò He 
answered, ñI tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.ò 
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Then the Celebrant says the following blessing 

The Celebrant continues 

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and 
branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant 
that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way 
that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

The following or some other suitable anthem may then be sung or said 

The Procession 
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During the procession, all hold branches in their hands, and appropriate hymns, psalms, or anthems are sung, 
such as Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 and the hymn ñAll glory, laud and honor.ò 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 
 his mercy endures for ever. 
Let Israel now proclaim, * 
 ñHis mercy endures for ever.ò 
Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
 I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD. 
ñThis is the gate of the Lord; * 
 he who is righteous may enter.ò 
I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
 and have become my salvation. 
The same stone which the builders rejected * 
 has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is the LORD's doing, * 
 and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
On this day the LORD has acted; * 
 we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
Hosannah, LORD, hosannah! * 
 LORD, send us now success. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD; * 
 we bless you from the house of the LORD. 
God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; * 
 form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar. 
ñYou are my God, and I will thank you; * 
 you are my God, and I will exalt you.ò 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 
 his mercy endures for ever. 

At the conclusion of the procession, the following Collect is said 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered 
not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Processional Hymn ñAll glory, laud, and honorò Hymn 154 

The Liturgy of the Word 

The Celebrant continues with the Salutation and the Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People His mercy endures for ever.  
Celebrant Let us pray. 
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Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us 
the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his 
suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Reading  Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Reader A reading from the book of Isaiah. 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 
weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakensðwakens my ear to listen as those who are 
taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I 
gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did 
not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been 
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are 
my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me 
guilty? 

 The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Response Read responsively by whole verse Psalm 31:9-16 

Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 
 my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
 and also my throat and my belly. 

For my life is wasted with grief, 
and my years with sighing; * 
 my strength fails me because of affliction, 
 and my bones are consumed. 

I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
 when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
 I am as useless as a broken pot. 

For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
fear is all around; * 
 they put their heads together against me; 
 they plot to take my life. 
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But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 
 I have said, ñYou are my God. 

My times are in your hand; * 
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
 and from those who persecute me. 

Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
 and in your loving-kindness save me.ò 

The Second Reading  Philippians 2:5-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of deathðeven death on a cross. Therefore 
God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Sequence Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle Sung by the Choir 

Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle;  
of the mighty conflict sing;  
tell the triumph of the victim,  
to his cross thy tribute bring. 
Jesus Christ, the worldôs Redeemer  
from that cross now reigns as King. 

Thirty years among us dwelling, 
his appointed time fulfilled, 
born for this, he meets his passion, 
this the Savior freely willed: 
on the cross the Lamb is lifted, 
where his precious blood is spilled. 

He endures the nails, the spitting, 
vinegar, and spear, and reed; 
from that holy body broken 
blood and water forth proceed: 
earth, and stars, and sky, and ocean, 
by that flood from stain are freed. 

  

As the choir sings this traditional anthem about 
the crucifixion, we recognize that the triumphal 
cries of the disciples around Jesus did not usher 

in the Kingdom of God. Isaiah and Paul 
remind us that it was only though Godôs act of 

pouring himself out in Christ, crucified upon 
the cross, that any form of salvation can be 
found. The ñVictoryò we seekðover pain, 

suffering, hardship, and death itselfðdoes not 
come about by any action of our own, or in the 

way we might expect. It comes only through 
Godôs act of love on the cross.   
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The Holy Gospel See insert Luke 22:14ï23:56 

The Passion Gospel is announced in the following manner 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

The customary responses before and after the Gospel are omitted. 

Sequence (cont.) Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle Sung by the Choir 

Faithful cross! above all other,  
one and only noble tree! 
None in foliage, none in blossom, 
none in fruit thy peer may be:  
sweetest wood and sweetest iron! 
sweetest weight is hung on thee. 

Bend thy boughs, O tree of glory! 
Thy relaxing sinews bend; 
for awhile the ancient rigor 
that thy birth bestowed, suspend; 
and the King of heavenly beauty 
gently on thine arms extend. 

Praise and honor to the Father, 
praise and honor to the Son, 
praise and honor to the Spirit, 
ever Three and ever One: 
one in might and one in glory 
while eternal ages run. 
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The Sermon  The Rev. Shane Patrick Gormley 

On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended in to heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Creed comes from the word ócredoô (I believe) 
or ócredemusô (we believe). We recite it in the 

context of our worship each Sunday as a 
declaration of what our Church believesð

because what we believe affects how we 
worship. This declaration functions as a órule 
of faith,ô a statement of the parameters of our 

faith. There is so much more to our lives as 
Christiansðbut the Creed provides us with a 

solid foundation upon which we build.  



  11 

The Prayers of the People  Form IV 

Deacon or other leader 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good.  

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 
in the service of others and to your honor and glory.  

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us. We pray for Charlie Carpenter and David Lopez, who 
celebrate birthdays this week; we pray for inspiration and perseverance for Father Shane as he 
works on his dissertation; and we pray for Qiana Johnson as she continues in discernment for 
the Diaconate. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; especially Pam and Bruce, 
Joyce, the Sexton family, Carol, Angel, Mark, Joe, Ted, Craig, Maryanne, Matthew, Tara, 
Larry, Sabrina, Tom, John, Jay, Linda, and any others we now name. The people may add their 
own petitions. Give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your 
salvation.  

Silence 
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Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Mary Katherine and Paul Porter, 
that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in 
your eternal kingdom.  

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant concludes the prayers with an appropriate Collect 

The Confession 

The Deacon or Celebrant then says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
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The Peace 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Holy Communion 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with an appropriate sentence of Scripture. 

During the Offertory, a hymn, psalm, or anthem may be sung. 

Representatives of the congregation bring the peopleôs offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the 
deacon or celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar. 

Offertory Hymn ñAh, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended?ò Hymn 158 

The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer A 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

Having broken open the Word of God in the first half of our service, we 
now proceed to break bread together in Holy Communion. Here we 
órememberô Christôs sacrificial death for the life of the worldðbut not as 
a simple ócall to memory.ô When Jesus says ódo this in remembrance of 
me,ô he means: óMake the past a present reality; make my sacrifice 
yours, and live it out here and now, and in your life today.ô  
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in 
every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to 
live no longer for ourselves but for him who died for us and rose again. Therefore we praise 
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS Holy, holy, holy, Lord S-122 

Celebrant and People 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 

Even though the Celebrant is the one saying what follows out loud, you are praying here, too! 
With this prayer, we remember that God created us to be in relationship with him, but that 
our sin and selfishness has impaired that relationship. Christ, by his self-sacrificing act on the 
Cross, takes away the guilt of sin, and opens the way for a renewed relationship with God.  
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This part here is more than just a statement! It is a 
prayer in which we affirm that we believe in the mystery 
of our faithðthat Christôs death, resurrection, and return 
make a difference in the way we exist and live our lives.  

reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and 
offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, ñTake, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.ò 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, ñDrink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.ò 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate this memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not in to temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. 

AGNUS DEI Lamb of God S-160 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 

All baptized persons are welcome to receive communion. If you would prefer not  
to receive, you are invited to come forward for a blessingðjust place your arms across your 

chest to indicate that you would like to receive a blessing instead.  
Gluten-free hosts are also available.  


